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Puzzle Solutions  
…(but always have a go first! 

YOUR 2023-24  Parish     

Council 

Wardens (above, from L) - Susan Murrant,  
Don Paterson & Judy Munro 
 

Parish Council (clockwise from L- below)  
Joy Baxter, Wayne  Bickerdike (Treasurer), 
Glen Butterworth, Pru Fidge, Heather Game, 
Bill Johnsen, Shurlee Swain & Bruce 
Twaddell  

Acting Vicar (Locum) - Fr Barry Smith 
 

Assisting Clergy at Christ Church -  
Fr John Howells, Fr Andrew Constance, 
Rev Jen Dunn 
 

Incumbency  Committee 2022-23 - 
Shurlee Swain,  Judy Munro  
       & Sue Murrant 
 

Do you use email?  
We need your e-address if 
we are to keep in touch!! 

...looked at the 

parish web page 

recently?  
If you can’t get to church, or prefer 
worship or quiet time at home, our    
Parish Web Page has many resources… 
including the weekly Parish Press, and 
the quarterly Chronicle; recent        
sermons (recorded most weeks); video/
audio recordings of  some previous 
services (eg from Holy Week 2021); the 
daily scripture readings; Holy Days for 
each month; hymns to sing … and   

Parish news of course!!    and lots 

more too!!!  PA GE  1 6  

Christ Church and its congregation acknowledge the Wadawurrung 
people of the Kulin nation as the traditional  custodians of the lands 

on which Christ Church and its buildings now stand 

Christ Church seeks to be a centre for the worship of Almighty God, 
providing strength and assistance for all who enter, and enabling God's love 

in Christ to reach out to the world in which we live 
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Faith is not certainty, and  
                  Certainty is not faith 
 

“How can we have certainty in any historical 
narratives? It seems that everything that 

we’re doing is based on our construction of 
a false or at least imperfect narrative.” I 

thought it was a good question…but it got 
all over my professor. “This is graduate 

school Jeff…you should have moved beyond 
silly questions like that.” Unfazed, I went  

further. “I’m just concerned that we are   
calling something certain that we have no 

idea whether it is certain or not.” The veins 
in his neck started to bulge. “Evidence     
creates certainty Jeff. If you can’t get on 

board with it then you need to study some-
thing else…or even better…go ahead and 

admit yourself to an insane asylum.” Trying 
to calm things down a bit, I tried   to restate 

my point. “I’m just saying that  (continued p.2) 
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Christmas at Christ Church 2022 

Father Barry and all the Clergy team wish 

everyone a happy and safe  Christmas, and 

hope to see you at the Christmas services 
 

Sunday 11th    December - 7.30 pm  -  
Service of Lessons & Carols 

sing your favourite  carols, 
hear some new ones, and  
listen to the Christmas story 
through the scriptures 
 

Christmas Eve  -  24th December 
10.30 pm - Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day - 25th December 
8am and 10am Eucharist 

https://ChristChurchGeelong.org
http://www.christchurchgeelong.com.au/


VIVA COMMUNITY AWARD 

Kerry Irwin - the St Mary’s team leader 
in the Meals Programme 

- was a finalist in the  
Viva Community Awards      

Program. At the Awards 
Ceremony at GMHBA 

Stadium in October she 
was presented with a 

$3000 cheque for the 
Meals Programme. 

Congratulations  

Kerry - and many 

thanks from everyone involved 

in the Meals Programme !!!! 

 

… post-Covid worship 

here at Christ Church - 
There are changes in worship 
arrangements now (Nov. 

2022), but remember that masks are 
NOT  mandatory (but ARE recom-

mended), and ALWAYS practice safe 
distancing… full details are on 

the Parish web page.  

Baptisms  -  on 5th 
November 2022 -  

Mackenzie Charlotte 
RICHARDS  (Parents - 

Matthew & Rachael) 

deaths & funerals 
across the  Parish community  
      (September to November 2022) 
  

Erica Craven - 10/8/42 to 13/10/22 - 

for many years a parishioner at 10am 
services and active in the Parish, Erica 
died peacefully on 13th October, aged 80 

years. Her funeral was held at Christ 
Church on 20th October. 

Norma Joyce PALEY - 10/6/29 to 
19/10/22. Loved wife of Stan and active in 

the parish over many years, Norma died 
peacefully on 19th October, aged 93 

years. Her funeral was at Christ Church 
on 3rd November. 

Charles William OSBORNE - the 
father of parishioners David & Ann, 

Charles died peacefully on 5th 
November, aged 92 years. His memorial 

service was at Christ Church on 18th 
November. 
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(from p.1) certainty is a very high bar…that          

historians are simply not ever going to be 
able to meet. In the midst of such a      

paradox, faith seems like a much better 
way of talking about history.” The          

response had the opposite effect. The  
professor grew angrier by the second. 

Standing up, he bit hard. “Do you think this 
is a damn church, Jeff? Do I look like a 

priest to you? You know what… Forget it. 
I’ll show you real. I’ll show you certainty. 
I’ll show you something that you can be 

sure of. Get the hell out of my class!”  
 

Struggles with certainty have long plagued 

my academic career. I can assure you that 
this explosion was not my first such      

encounter and certainly wasn’t/won’t be 
my last. For many, doubt is the greatest  

enemy of knowledge. For me, doubt is the 
only path to knowledge. How can I be  

certain? I can’t. I guess I just walk by faith 
and not by sight…but let us never forget 
that faith is not certainty…it is faith. To call 

it anything else is to undermine the beauty 
of belief. From faith we have our beginning, 

and to faith we shall return in the end. 
How can anyone be certain? You can’t. If 

you were, you wouldn’t have faith. Don’t 
trust in certainty. Trust in faith. I have faith 

that God will meet us there.  
 

Amen.                                (from Fr Barry) 
Reproduced from Patheos - Progressive Christianity -  

written by Jeff Hood, and available from  -  

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/jeffhood/faith-is-not-

certainty-and-certainty-is-not-faith/     

Crossword Clues 

Across 
1  and 20 Down ‘Lord of all _, Lord of all 
_, whose trust, ever child-like, no cares 
could destroy’(11,3) 
9  Mosesí question to a fighting Hebrew 
labourer: ‘Why are you _ your fellow  
Hebrew?” (Exodus 2:13) (7) 
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted  
multiple sclerosis at the height of her 
fame, Jacqueline _ (2,3) 
11 ‘At even _ the sun was set, the sick, O 
Lord, around thee lay’(3) 
13 A descendant of Gad (x Numbers 
26:16) (4) 
16 ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but _ for the 
gift my Father promised’ (Acts 1:4) (4) 
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6) 
18 Peter’s response to questioning by the 
Sanhedrin: ‘We must _God rather than 
men!’(Acts 5:29) (4) 
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and 
campaigner, _ Eareckson Tada (4) 
21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds 
(6) 
22 ‘Such large crowds gathered round 
him that he got into a boat and sat _ _ 
‘ (Matthew 13:2) (2,2) 
23 Infectious tropical disease (4) 
25 Tree (3) 
28 ‘No fear of me should _ you, nor 
should my hand be heavy upon you’ (Job 
33:7) (5) 

 

29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or   
Philemon (7) 
30 Week beginning with Pentecost      
Sunday, according to the Church’s        
calendar (11) 
 

Down 
2 ‘O Jerusalem _ how _I have longed to 
gather your children together’ Matthew 
23:37) (5) 
3  Way out (4) 
4  Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4) 
5  Done (anag.) (4) 
6  Highest of the four voice-parts in a 
choir (7) 
7  Concerning the study of God (11) 
8  Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and 
Chapel (11) 
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6) 
14 Frozen (3) 
15 Established form of religious             
ceremony (6) 
19 Inscription often found on gravestones 
(7) 
20 See 1 Across 
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5) 
25 Time (anag.) (4) 
26 Lists choice of meals (4) 
27 ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the 
_ of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord’(Romans 6:23) (4) 
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(from p, 13)     the angel. At this Christmas time we rejoice with the heavenly host to   
proclaim the birth of this Prince of Peace, and we commit ourselves to that work of 

peace and shepherding. Howard Thurman wrote these words: 
 ‘When the song of the angels is stilled… when the shepherds are back  

          with their flocks, the work of Christmas begins: 
  to find the lost,  to heal the broken,  to feed the hungry,  to release the prisoner, 

  to rebuild the nations,  to bring peace among the people….  
         to make music in the heart.’ 

Some High Days to note  for Dec—Jan—Feb 2023 
 

December 2022 
6th December—St Nicholas, Patron Saint of Children 
17th December— Lazarus of Bethany 
25th December—Christmas 
26th December—Stephen, Deacon and first martyr 
28th December—Holy Innocents 
 

January 2023                                                                     February 2023 
1st January—the naming of Jesus                       2nd February—Candlemas; Christ is  
6th January—Epiphany                                                           presented in the temple 
8th January—baptism of our Lord                    15th February—Thomas Bray, SPCK  
25th January— the conversion of St Paul                           founder  

                                                                    22nd Ash Wednesday 
… and looking further ahead... 
2nd to 8th April—Holy Week       7th April—Good Friday      
9th April—Easter Day 

The 2022 National Church Life Survey  
Many parishioners participated in the 2022 Church Life Survey, and first results 
(a Profile Summary) for Christ Church are now on-line, providing a snapshot of 
findings across key areas for our church.  
 

To see the Christ Church results, go to   2021ncls.org.au/results     and then 
enter  the Christ Church Profile Number -      BM8F2K     … you can then read 
the results on-line or download them to read at home.  
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The people of this 
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God 
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each other 
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& prioritise 

 
How people relate to 

wider community 

  

Melbourne Diocese Synod 

2022                                (from Sue Murrant) 

The Melbourne Diocese annual Synod took place from 12th to 

16th October 2022.  Christ Church was represented by Kathy Tierney 
and Sue Murrant.  The Synod was able to meet in person for the first 

time in three years, with last year’s Synod being by Zoom                
delivery.  This year, after feedback from participants in 2021, the Synod was conducted   

virtually from Wednesday to Friday evenings and  assembled at St Paul’s Cathedral on 
Saturday.  This process seemed to work well for many and is particularly agreeable for 
the regional and outer parts of the Diocese.  Voting is easily conducted by clicking a 

For or Against tab, and votes are tabulated electronically allowing the voting outcome 
to be easily recorded.  
 

Synod is the gathering with the Archbishop of clergy and lay representatives of the 

Diocese, to make decisions about the corporate life in Christ (source - Melbourne   
Anglican website). Synod participates in activities such as election of the Archbishop, 

election of Diocesan Council and other Committee members. Synod is expected to 
convene annually, and runs to a three year cycle.  
 

Synod is run a little like parliament and considers Bills and makes Acts that govern  

Diocesan and hence many parish processes. There is opportunity for debate and 
amendments to motions brought to Synod for consideration. Types of Act/Bills     

considered include the Clergy Bill which sets out conditions for serving clergy, Safe       
Ministry - the safety of children in parishes, occupational health and safety, and the        

governing of Anglican agencies such as kindergartens.  
  

The Synod also allows for making comments or statements on issues of concern.  For 
example, this year there were statements on gambling, and on the prevention of     

violence against women. Approval was given for a disability survey to be conducted 
across the Diocese, something for Christ Church to be involved with in 2023.  
 

Amongst items of interest were the Election of the Archbishop Bill, and statements on    

gambling, the environment and religious tolerance. The challenge of clergy vacancies 
was addressed, and solutions proposed included pathways to internal vocation,       

improved professional development, and gender quotas. It was noted that there are 
now up to 40 vacant parishes in the Diocese of Melbourne and that clergy         

recruitment is becoming a challenge around the country. Our Archdeacon Jill McCoy 
was  instrumental in focusing on the issue of gender in ministry and the need to     

address female ministry as a way of facilitating clergy appointments. There was       
discussion on how the Diocese and parishes can more broadly encourage the take-up 

of vocations internally. We were all challenged to consider what we can do to encour-
age the    consideration  of  vocational ministry within our own parishes.  
 

Considerable work is being undertaken in the area of Child and Youth Ministry. Last 

year there was a vote to form a committee to re-establish a focus on Child and Youth 
Ministry within the Diocese, and approval approval has been given for estab-
lishment of a part time Child & Youth Ministry Worker (continued p.4)                                    

 
Diocese. Hopefully this will be a step in resourcing congregations who are struggling 

with ministering to this cohort, with some future plans and ideas.  
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(from p.3) in the Diocese.   Hopefully this will be a step in resourcing congregations 

who are struggling with ministering to this cohort, with some future plans and ideas.  
 

The opportunity to be present in St Paul’s Cathedral and take part in worship and 
connect with other Anglicans was also valuable. The numbers present give an         

indication of how many people share the Christian and Anglican faith, and it was great 
to gather as a wider community.  
 

For those interested there will be a YouTube livestream during the 2023  Synod, 

which parishioners will be able to view. There is some information about the 2022 
Synod on the Melbourne Anglican website and in The Melbourne Anglican – and you can 

also ask your representatives Sue Murrant and Kathy Tierney for further information.  
                                                           (Sue Murrant, Parish Synod  Representative) 

REVERSSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
In December & January 
our emergency cup- 
board at church is one 

of the few opportunities 
people have to seek 
food, as most other    

organisations are closed 
over this time, meaning 
that there is pressure to 
have enough food  
available. We are again asking for support 
from  parishioners through our Reversse 
Advent Calendar boxes. 
 

As one parishioner put it “When we were 

young, Advent Calendars were magical   
windows. These days they are like a giant 

Webster pack or Dosette box with chocolate 
for each day until Christmas.” 
 

This is alien to the traditional church view 

of the penitential Advent season; perhaps 
we could all challenge this with a Reversse 

Advent Calendar Box! Make up a box at 
home and fill it with pantry items including 
tuna, sardines, and treats - & bring it to 
Church in December and January!  

Growing Christian 

Communities - and 

reaching those who would 

never go to church… 

 ...this video clip (about 10 minutes) 
about church planting was shown at the 

2021 Synod - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=aSUFyRb0uQc 
and highlights the experiences of several 

parishes, including here at Whittington, 
and includes commentary from our Bp 

Kate. Do look at this clip - what might 

it mean for us at Christ Church? 

Regular services at  

              Christ Church  
Eucharist - Sundays at 8am, 10am & 

5.15pm     and Wednesdays at 10am.  
     Meditation - Tuesday at 7pm and   

     Wednesday at 8am (Side Chapel) 
Morning Prayer - Tuesday and  

Thursday at 8.30am    (by phone)   * 
     Healing Services - 2nd & 4th 

      Wednesday each month, at  
     7.30pm   *  
    

 * from February to December  PA GE  4  

God in the Arts -  
Editor:  The Revd Michael Burgess (Parish 

Pump, UK) continues his series on God in 
the Arts with ‘The Annunciation to the 

Shepherds’ by Sano di Pietro.  It now hangs 
in the Vatican.  
 

‘In that region there were shep-

herds keeping watch over their 
flock’ 
 

In the Old Testament shepherds were 

greatly valued and treated with respect. 
Patriarchs, prophets and kings had all tended sheep. Job, a rich man, owned 14,000 

sheep. David was tending sheep when he was called by God and anointed by Samuel.  
 

But as the Israelites settled in towns and cities and turned to farming, attitudes      
towards the shepherds changed. As the New Testament opens, shepherding had     

become a dirty, lonely life, away from civilisation. Shepherds could not observe the 
daily rituals of their faith, and so they had a low status in society, looked down upon 

by orthodox Jews. But out in the countryside with just the hills and the plains and 
the open air, St Luke tells us that it was there that God’s message was proclaimed 

and heard. Cities and towns had walls and barriers, as Bethlehem has today. But in 
the fields at night, there were shepherds, watching and alert, ready for any eventuality. 

And so, they were the first to hear of the birth of a Saviour. 
 

‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ is by Sano di Pietro. We know little about this    
Italian artist apart from some dates. He was born in Siena in 1406 and died there in 

1481. But he has left us a legacy of beautiful and sensitive paintings. As we look at this 
scene, we see the human details: two shepherds huddled by the fireside with their 

dog, all three looking up to see the angel, and a spear by the side to ward off thieves 
and predators. The sheep are safely in their pen, black and white fleeces huddled    
together for warmth. In the sky the angel appears, bearing an olive branch in one 

hand and with the other pointing to Bethlehem in the distance. 
 

Luke has already told us of another annunciation, with Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists 

loved to portray this scene and often showed a lily, the symbol of purity, in their 
paintings. Here there is the olive sprig, a symbol of peace to reinforce the angelic 
message of peace in the birth of the Saviour. Luke goes on to tell us how Jesus 

brought new meaning and peace to all those like the shepherds who were nobody in 
the eyes of people, but everything to the eyes and heart of God. 
 

Jesus in His teaching often turned to the theme of sheep and shepherds, with       

parables about lost sheep, gates to the fold, and hireling shepherds. Just as the faithful 
shepherds were prepared to give their lives to protect the flock,   so Jesus the Good 

Shepherd gave His life for the world – a death that      bring the peace and reconcilia-
tion shown in that olive branch held by the      (to p.14)                                      
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(from p.11)     minutes early (was my watch rather fast?) so I can look 

disapprovingly at those still coming in while we are singing the 

first carol and making it clear that I think they had spent too 

long in the pub next door. 

And so we all reach Christmas morning, with  a year’s planning 

having gone yet again slightly awry, with parishioners exhaust-

ed and I exhilarated at the chaos that has been created with 

such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit lives on. 

Your loving uncle,                         Eustace                                          

 The Novicing of Janet Malin 
 

Janet was received as a Novice in the 
Community of the Holy Name at Chelten-

ham on Sunday 30th October. 
The Sisters began their work as the  

Mission to Streets and Lanes in           
Melbourne, and this Community of    
Anglican Sisters has served the Church 

in this Diocese and beyond for more 
than 125 years. They had Babies Homes 

in Brighton, Malvern and Goulburn, a 
hospital in Kew, and  a Home for Single 

Mothers  a t 
Cheltenham, which later became the Retreat House for the 

Diocese, led by the Sisters for many years. The Sisters served 
in Papua where they helped establish the Community of the  

Visitation, which still continues. They today are responsible for 
the Spirituality Centre at Cheltenham, where people can come 

for Quiet Days and Retreats. 
Janet served first as a Postulant for six months, and at her 

Novicing was formally received into the Community by Sister 
Carol, the Superior. She was invested with the Novice Cross 

and will serve two years in training for the life and world of 
a Sister; she may then take vows as a fully fledged Sister, for 
3 years, before making her life profession. 

The service on 30th October was attended by a small group of family and friends, 
with Rev. Jen & Kelvin Dunn and Fr John representing Christ Church. The Sisters wel-

comed her warmly in a simple, moving ceremony. 
Before offering herself to the Community, Janet had served as a Nursing Sister, Nurse 

of call (phone), and in the maternity ward at Werribee Hospital. She has been as reg-
ular attender at Christ Church, usually at the Sunday 5.15pm service, when work per-

mitted. 
Please Remember Sister Janet in your prayers.                 (Fr John) 
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L to R - Sister Shiela-Anne, Sister Carol (Mother Su-
perior), Sister Josephine, Sister Averil, Sister   Janet, 
Fr John, Sister Valmai and Revd. Colleen Clayton 
(CHN Warden & Vicar, St Andrews Cheltenham  

From L - Fr John, Sister Ja-
net & Revd. Jen  

Online Spirituality       
The Covid virus certainly changed the lives of many and has created  
considerable disruption to worshipping communities.  The challenges of 

managing worship with multiple lockdowns has led to a boom in online   
worship and spiritual activity.  
 

It has been said that we should never waste a good crisis so there is opportunity, as 

we continue to live with Covid, for both our individual and corporate spiritualities in 
engaging more on line.  At the recent Parish AGM (see p. 8) there was much talk and 
interest in how we can engage more effectively in IT, and as a church we are needing 

to do considerable catch-up in this area. There are multitudes of digital natives now in 
our community and considering that one in three in the 18 - 24 year demographic  

attends church (the highest rate after the 70+ demographic - Source: National Church Life 

Survey 2022) our future vision will need to more seriously engage with IT and online fo-

rums.  
 

We have taken some steps this year with the introduction of the new sound system, 
an important upgrade of the previous system and setting us up for the future with 

cordless microphones and bluetooth capacity.  It is understandable that these are  
causing us some challenges that we continue to work through. However, it is vital that 

we persevere and continue with new options. Our other foray into the world of  
technology has come with the option for electronic payment of goods at the Winter 

Woolies Market and with Footy Parking, and planned for the upcoming Christmas      
Market.  At the recent Synod it was clear from attendance at St Paul’s Cathedral that 

“pay-and-wave” was a very active form of payment for cathedral worshippers and  
visitors.  Other churches are on board with this and it is vital for  future proofing our 

income streams that we continue to engage with these type of options, as we move 
forward. 
 

These are some thoughts for Christ Church as a corporate entity - but what do 

these online options mean for us as individuals?  In growing our own spirituality as we 
step out of church each week the web represents considerable opportunity for us to 

engage in spiritual practice as we go into the Lord’s service. Some examples that I 
have found helpful are shown below -  I encourage everyone to explore them and get 
some ideas on what is out there in the spiritual IT world, and also to utilise these 

platforms in day-to-day prayer and faith life.  
 

A website at www.dailyscripture.net by Don Schwager of Service of the Word  provides a 
daily reading, followed by a Meditation and commentary on the scripture.  A Psalm is 

usually included for additional reflection, and a fascinating commentary is included   
towards the end from the “Early Church Fathers”, many from as early AD376 and often 

as relevant today as they were in earlier times. This site is also available to download.  
  

Moving to Youtube, there is a delightful ministry from Our Daily Bread, a Canadian   
Ministry which uses individuals talking about faith and scriptural matters.  A plus of 

this site is that they are usually no longer than 5 minutes. This makes them useful    
reflections to fit into our fast-paced world, although they do have some      

interesting series on faith issues that can go for an hour or so.  (continued p.6)            PAGE 5  



(from p.5)   These are encouraging ways to start your day or pep you up at lunch time!               
 

God’s Love Animation by Magnify the Love is a good one for families, children and the 

young at heart. These are short vignettes of day-to-day human issues, in which Jesus 
is the lead character in supporting the young person to resolve the day’s challenge 

through prayer and remembering that Jesus is always with us.  
 

Above Inspiration - slightly more evangelical and enthusiastic but worth a listen for its 
energising and motivating effects. Generally a longer forum ranging from 5 to 60 

minutes, these offer contemporary discussion on faith and mental health themes 
such as addressing anxiety, developing hope and managing the right mindset. 
 

Ascension Presents  - a USA ministry for both Catholics and non-Catholics,  generally 

lead by Father Mike Shmitz, an entertaining presenter with a human touch. He        
explores and provides an understanding of the Catholic faith and also explores     

general theological issues and themes.  His commentary on key dates such as All 
Saints Day or Good Friday are useful. 
 

Read the Bible in a Year - there are a number of versions of this one.  I used 

www.bibleinoneyer.org - an app from the pioneers of the Alpha course Nicky and    
Pippa Gumbel, who minister at Holy Trinity at Brompton in London. A word of     

caution - this one  takes commitment and time to do properly as there is reading 
from the Old and New Testament, plus a Psalm or Proverb, and a commentary for 

each section - so it is a lengthy but rewarding read, and really provides a richer and 
deeper understanding of the Bible and history.  
 

Perhaps other parishioners have useful and insightful online forums that can be 

shared?                                                                                (Sue Murrant) 

Fr John’s AnniversAry oF ordinAtion 
On St Andrew’s Day, November 30th, Fr John celebrated 60 

years in Ordained Ministry. 
 

Ordained at St Paul’s Cathedral in Melbourne on St Andrew’s 

Day 1962, Fr John served from 1962-63 as Curate on the  
Melbourne Diocesan Taskforce at Broadmeadows, and then as 

Curate at Holy Trinity Coburg from 1963-65.  Fr John became 
Priest-in-Charge at St Peter and St Andrew, Braybrook in 1965, remaining there until 

1970, when he moved to become Vicar of St Matthew’s Cheltenham until 1977. He 
was then Vicar at All Saints in Newtown from 1977 until 1991, after which he was 

Rector of St Augustine’s in Shepparton until 2001. 
 

Since 2001 Christ Church has been the home parish for Frances and Fr John. He has 

been away at times serving as Locum first at St Cuthbert’s in Grovedale, then St James 
in Point Lonsdale with St George’s Queenscliff (twice), Torquay, Christ Church Geelong 
(twice), Christ Church Hamilton (twice) and All Saints in Newtown… and continues to 

serve at Christ Church. 
 

Thank you Fr John (and Frances) for your many years of service, and for 

continuing to be such a significant part of the Christ Church community. PAGE 6  

On the best ways to disrupt Christmas 
 

The Rectory, St James the Least 

 

My dear Nephew Darren, 

I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful  4 

year period when Oliver Cromwell abolished Christmas.  Just 

think!  No Christmas parties, no carol services, no cards to send 

and no  last-minute shopping. That man was a hero. 

Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2
nd

    

January. By Easter, the flowers for church have been colour      

coordinated, the seating plans and table decorations for the 

Christmas party have been allocated (with nominated reserves 

in case someone should inconveniently die in the intervening 

months). Long before Winter is over, the tree lights have been 

tested, music for the 9 Lessons and Carols Service chosen and the 

service sheets printed. Way before the dark nights set in, car 

parking attendants will have been found, those who are to light  

the candles will have been rehearsed to perfection and the brass 

lectern has had its annual polish. 

We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever 

there was a service when time for something unexpected was    

allowed, its place would be announced in the order of service, 

how long it would happen unexpectedly would have been        

decided by a committee ,and who was to be spontaneous would 

have been allocated on a roster. 

The one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed 

organisers can control is the Vicar. You could call it a staff perk.  

Carols will (accidentally, course) be announced in the wrong 

order; if verse 3 was to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. 

This keeps the organist on his toes while the choir hovers on the 

point of a collective nervous breakdown. At the Christmas supper, 

my introductory welcome speech and extensive grace make those 

in the kitchen wonder if the vegetables being boiled should    

better be served as thick soup. I offer the helpful suggestion that 

the tree, having been installed and decorated in  the Chancel, 

may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and  I turn all the 

cooling off throughout the season, explaining that it will 

help the flowers to last. All Services will start five      (to p12) 

 St James the Least of All 
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Editor:    The Rev Dr Gary Bowness  (Parish Pump, UK) continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’, 

the elderly Anglo-Catholic vicar in St James-the-Least Parish, to his nephew Darren, a recently ordained curate….. 

http://www.bibleinoneyer.org


Helping with     

flowers 

lf you’d like to help with 
flowers for church, why not  

 join the Flower Guild  
Roster; 

 Offer flowers from your  garden; 
 make a donation to buy flowers....      

see Jan McGowan for more details!  

Church 
Working 

Bees 
…. WBs are held on 
the 2nd SATUR-

DAY from 9am each month (or  as 
needed)... There are ALWAYS jobs to 
do…. Come along and lend a hand!     
… and it’s fun as well! 

Keep ON  saving!!    * STAMPS 
- for  ABM                    
* CORKS  and GLASSES      

* SHOE BOX GIFTS -  for Operation 

Christmas Child and Missions  

            without Borders   

         (see baskets @ church entry) 

Situations Vacant 
There are always volunteer things you 

can do at Christ Church: 
 Church sitting - weekdays 12-2pm 

 Sides persons/welcomers, and  
 Servers, Readers & Intercessors   

        for all Sunday & weekday services 
 flower arranging in Church 

 help with monthly working bees. 
 collating the weekly Parish Press 

 talk to a Council Member 
if you’re interested! Don’t 

leave it for someone else! 

Odds ‘n Sods !! 

The 5c  Appeal 
Keep saving those annoying 5c 
pieces (& other coins you’d like 
to donate!). Put your coins in 
the collection tin at the Church entry. 
...you know, it’s amazing what can be done 
with small change!! We can report that 
$510 has been banked – and this will go to 
ABM.  Thank you all & keep those coins 
coming for the counting elf!! 

Planned Giving  Envelopes ... 
If you are now using ADF for giving and no 

longer use the weekly envelopes, please let  
Fr Barry, or one of the Ministry Team or Jan 

McGowan (0409 176 409) know … so we 
only print those that are needed !! 

Home Communion   

Our Clergy are always happy 

to take  Communion to 
those who cannot come to 

church for health or other 
reasons -  

please speak to Fr Barry or one of the 
Ministry team to arrange this…. 

 

CHURCH SITTERS ARE 

STILL NEEDED!!!! 
Now that things are more like “normal”, vol-

unteer tasks are necessary again. It’s great to 

again share our church with Geelong people 
& visitors to the city…but some parishioners 

have not  returned since lockdowns, and we 

need volunteers to keep the church open 
between 12-2pm on weekdays. What about 

you? R U interested?  

Talk to Jan McGowan —  0409 176 409 
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UPDATE FROM  YOUR INCUMBENCY COMMITTEE…. 

Efforts have been ongoing throughout 2022 to source a new vicar for 
our Parish. To give some context, for those familiar with previous   

processes, the appointment of clergy to parishes now forms a primary 
part of the Bishop’s role. Initial responsibility for the assessment of 
suitable candidates is managed by the Bishop who then puts names 

forward to the Incumbency Committee for consideration, interviewing 
and eventually coming to an appointment. The Committee includes 

two nominated parishioners plus a Warden, with Bishop, Archdeacon 
and Registry allocated clerical representative. Once suitable candidates 

have been identified this Committee will convene.  
  

With 40 vacancies in the Diocese at the moment filling our own vacancy represents 
quite a challenge.  Be assured that much work is being undertaken to secure a new 

appointment, but due to many vacancies and the confidentiality of the process we 
are unable to provide much more information at this time. In the meantime, please 

be welcoming to any visitors (as we would be anyway!) as you never know who 
might be visiting!                           (Judy Munro, Shurlee Swain & Sue Murrant)                                                                                          

A Prayer for use 
during our  

Vacancy 
 

Pray for our Parish  
Community…. for Fr  Barry, our 
Wardens & Parish Council….   
for the  Incumbency Committee 
- Sue, Shurlee & Judy…. 
...for Bishop Kate & Adn. Jill... 
Pray for the person that God is    

calling to lead us into the future. 
 

Bountiful God 
Give to this parish a pastor who 
will faithfully speak your word 
and  minister your sacraments; 
an encourager who will equip 
your people for  ministry, and 
enable us to fulfill our calling. 
Give to those who will choose 

wisdom, discernment and       
patience, and to us all give 
warm and generous hearts,  

for Jesus Christ’s sake, AMEN 

the FESTIVAL OF  

CHRISTMAS  TREES  
The Meals Program was invited 

to enter a themed tree in the 
inaugural St. Paul’s     Festival of 

Christmas Trees, which is an 
opportunity to promote     

organizations throughout 
Geelong. It was decided our 

theme would be -     

    * A Very Hatty Christmas * 
 

with emphasis on decorating the tree with items 
that would be appropriate to donate to Meals Pro-

gram guests – our thanks to St John’s Lutheran 
Church where this idea originated.  We have taken 

items from the Winter Market store and left-over 
items to cover the tree - see the photo above! As 

well we have been encouraged to either be pre-
sent or provide a flyer describing the Meals Pro-

gram. The Festival is at St Paul’s on   December 
1st & 2nd (6-9pm) and December 3rd (10am - 

3pm). 

Another wonderful way to promote the Meals  

Program across Greater Geelong. 
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MANY THANKS!!     
A sincere thank you to everyone who 

supported the Operation Christmas 

Child Christmas Box Appeal this year.   
 

Through your 

generosity we 

were able to 

send 21 boxes  

filled with gifts 

guaranteed to 

delight the 

children who 

will receive 

them.  

 

News from the Parish AGM - 6th November 2022 
 

The Parish Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday 6th November, with Fr 
Barry in the Chair. Reports were presented from Fr Barry (Acting Vicar), and from 
the Wardens, the Parish Council, the Parish Auditor, the Meals Programme, Fund 
Raising, Stewardship, IT & Web Page matters, Footy Parking, the Resource Centre & 
Archives, the Parish Choir, and the Christ Church Discussion Group. Audited Parish 
Financial Statements were also available.  These reports/documents are available 
from the Parish Office. Fr Barry in his report raised important issues regarding the 
Parish situation now, and for the future as we await appointment of a new Vicar. 
 

In the discussions that ensued at the AGM some of the important points raised by 
Council members or parishioners included - 
 new in-church serving arrangements for food parcels are in place to meet on-

going health requirements, and the Meals Programme will continue to offer only 
take-away meals; 

 the importance of the 2022 Parish Life Survey for planning for the parish (see 
p.14); 

 the Council decision to continue to support Newton College in the PNG; 
 the financial position of the Parish is generally satisfactory, but a major challenge 

will be the continuing operating costs of the church, and its maintenance; 
 a supplementary Parish meeting will be held in early 2023 to receive and adopt 

the 2022-23 Parish Budget; 
 the use of the income raised through the Resources Centre, and its relationship to 

the Archdiocese, will be reviewed over the coming year; 
 with the Commonwealth Games to be held in Geelong in 2025, there may be      

additional car parking and other fund-raising opportunities; 
 re-starting occasional breakfasts after the 8am service, is being considered. 
 

The Minutes of the 2022 Annual General Meeting will be available in due course. 
The 2022-23 Parish Council membership was also announced – and the members for 
the coming year are shown on p.16 of this edition. 

MEALS PROGRAMME - 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH 

This Christmas 
Lunch will again 
be running this 
year. The group of professional and 
business people who run it have for the 
past 2 years offered a very successful 
boxed lunch because of COVID re-
strictions. This year they are offering 
the options of a boxed lunch or 'sit 
down' meal. As at late November the 
bookings are about half and half. We are 
very grateful for their continued support 
for the Meals Programme. 
                               (Ruth Christian) 

(P ICTURED)  JAMES WHO WITH 
MUM HEATHER HELPS TO PACK 

THE BOXES EACH YEAR!! 
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Men’s Lunch - September 2022 

Parish Pix Page 

 Parish Working Bees  
Oct/Nov 2022 

QE II Memorial Service  - 22 Sept 2022 
(More pictures and the video of the service  

are on the Parish Web Page) 

   Vigil for Climate Change - 12-13 October 


